
 

 

November 17, 2022 
 

An Update from Dr. Ninh Tran, Medical Officer of Health at Southwestern Public Health 
 

Public Health: What You Need to Know 
 
MASKING 

• This week Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health Dr. Kieran Moore strongly recommended the use of masks 
in all indoor settings even for children amid steeply rising cases of respiratory illnesses, such as RSV, COVID-19, 
and Influenza A and B.  

• Southwestern Public Health also issued a news release urging prudence in curbing triple-threat respiratory 
illnesses this fall.  

• Effective November 15, Southwestern Public Health reinstated masking for all individuals in all areas 
operated by the health unit. Staff are also asked to mask when they cannot maintain 2 metres of personal 
space. This will persist at least until December 31, 2022. 

• Southwestern Public Health advises all healthcare providers to consider reimplementing similar masking 
protocols in their indoor and clinical settings. Also consider adjustments to in-person gatherings (e.g. virtual 
staff meetings and holiday events). 
 

INFLUENZA CASES 

• Influenza activity is higher this week compared to last, according to Public Health Ontario. Influenza A activity is 
currently moderate and rising.  

• There have been 46 confirmed cases of Influenza reported to Southwestern Public Health so far this fall.  

 

VACCINATION: COVID-19 & INFLUENZA 

• Given the sharp rise in Influenza cases, we are urgently asking you to prioritize flu shots right now, 
especially for seniors and the very young (e.g., 6 months to 4 years).  

• Flu vaccine and COVID-19 vaccine can be administered within the same appointment for anyone aged 5 and 
older. 

• All COVID-19 vaccines administered by Southwestern Public Health must be booked in advance. Appointments 
can be booked at ontario.ca/book-vaccine or 1-833-943-3900.  

• All flu vaccines administered by Southwestern Public Health for ages 6 months to 2 years must be booked in 
advance. Appointments can be booked at www.swpublichealth.ca/flu.  

https://www.swpublichealth.ca/en/news/swph-moh-strongly-recommends-masking-indoors-to-prevent-triple-threat-of-respiratory-viruses.aspx
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/respiratory-pathogens-weekly
https://www.ontario.ca/book-vaccine/
http://www.swpublichealth.ca/flu


 
 

 

• For the month of November, anyone aged 5 and older coming in for a COVID-19 vaccine at a clinic operated by 
Southwestern Public Health will be offered a flu vaccine as well.  

 
HIGH-RISK RSV PROPHYLAXIS PROGRAM 

• The Ministry-funded Respiratory Syncytial Virus Prophylaxis for High-Risk Infants Program covers the full cost of 
palivizumab drugs used to prevent serious lower respiratory tract infections caused by RSV. This is for infants 
under the age of 2 who are at high-risk for RSV disease. 

• This drug is only provided from November to April for infants who meet the Ministry’s eligibility criteria for funding. 
View the full eligibility here.  

• When clinically evaluating high-risk RSV infection, also consider the patient’s social environment (e.g., someone 
smokes in the home) which can lead to more severe outcomes in young children.  
 

PERTUSSIS CASES 

• Pertussis cases continue to circulate in the region, with 7 confirmed cases reported to Southwestern Public Health 
in the past 30 days. 

• Testing is completed with a different swab than the one used for COVID-19, Influenza, RSV and other respiratory 
viruses. Consider completing both swabs based on symptom presentation. Refer to testing guidance from Public 
Health Ontario for details. 

• Also refer to clinical guidance from the Southwestern Public Health advisory regarding pertussis (August, 2022). 
 

ACETAMINOPHEN & IBUPROFEN RESOURCES 

• Consider sharing these resources with patients who may have trouble finding children’s acetaminophen and 
ibuprofen during this Canada-wide supply shortage. 

o Children’s ibuprofen/acetaminophen shortage: What you should know and do (Health Canada) 

o Shortage of infant and children’s liquid pain and fever medications (CaringforKids.cps.ca) 

o Information for families and caregivers on children’s fever and pain medication (Canadian Pharmacists 
Association) 
 

 

 

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/drugs/funded_drug/fund_respiratory.aspx#HCP
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Laboratory-Services/Test-Information-Index/Bordetella-Respiratory
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Laboratory-Services/Test-Information-Index/Bordetella-Respiratory
https://www.swpublichealth.ca/en/partners-and-professionals/resources/Health-Care-Providers/Alerts-Advisories-Updates/Advisories/20220823-MOHADVISORY-Pertussis-in-Elgin-County-FINAL.pdf
https://recalls-rappels.canada.ca/en/alert-recall/children-s-ibuprofenacetaminophen-shortage-what-you-should-know-and-do
https://caringforkids.cps.ca/handouts/health-conditions-and-treatments/shortage-of-childrens-liquid-pain-and-fever-medications
https://www.pharmacists.ca/cpha-ca/function/utilities/pdf-server.cfm?thefile=/cpha-on-the-issues/Pain-medication-Information-for-families-and-caregivers_Final.pdf

