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USER GUIDE

Opioid Monitoring Dashboard

This dashboard was developed to provide you with up-to-date opioid-related information that is

customizable to your needs. This user guide will demonstrate the interactive functionality of the

dashboard and give tips to help interpret the data. 

When you arrive on the home page, this should be how the dashboard displays: 

On the home page, you can see when the dashboard was last updated as well as what we are

hearing “on the ground”. This includes things like anecdotal information from community

members and partners.  
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The green header at the top (“Public Health Information Notice”) indicates that data in the

dashboard are comparable to the last time it was updated. If new information prompts concern

and requires increased attention, the header will change to yellow (“Public Health Advisory”). If

new information prompts concern and requires action to be taken, then the header will change

to red (“Public Health Alert”). This would be accompanied with messaging through other

channels ( e.g., email, fax). This tool is not meant to function as a stand-alone alert system but

rather allows you to explore the data available to Public Health. 

You can either use the arrows on the side (red circle) to sequentially move from one blue tab to

the next or use the scroll bar (appears below the tabs when you hover over them) to skip tabs. 

When skipping tabs, use your mouse to click on the tab you are interested in viewing. 
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On the second tab (“Tips for interpreting figures”), there is an explanation of filters and the

average and confidence intervals that are displayed on all bar graphs. Please check which

filters are selected when interpreting the data.  

Additionally, you should be aware that recent increases in the data may be due to increased

detection of opioid-related harms as opposed to true increases in opioid-related harms. We will

continue to monitor the data to better understand what is happening in our community. 

The following example demonstrates some of the filter functionalities. On this tab, data is

automatically displayed to show naloxone kit distribution through pharmacies for both Elgin St. 

Thomas and Oxford County by month. Currently, all years are selected using the dropdown, so

you can see that not all months appear on the bar graph. This is because we do not yet have a

full year of data. This will change as new data becomes available. 
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Let’s see the difference when we select different filters: 

By selecting Oxford County for the year 2017, you can see that only the months with available

data for that year are displayed and the average and confidence intervals also changed.  
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You can get additional information about each indicator, including limitations and the data

source by hovering over this icon:                Here is an example: 
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You can also hover over the data in each figure for more information. For example: 

At the end of the dashboard, there is a tab (“For more information”) that provides a suggested

data citation, links to resources with provincial data and links to more information about

Southwestern Public Health’s drug/opioid strategy.  
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If you have any questions or feedback about this dashboard, please contact: 

MELISSA MACLEOD, M.Sc. 
Epidemiologist, Foundational Standards
SOUTHWESTERN PUBLIC HEALTH
Woodstock Site
410 Buller Street, Woodstock, ON N4S 4N2
519-421-9901, ext 3472 | 1-800-922-0096
mmacleod@swpublichealth. ca  | www.swpublichealth. ca

OESPH\mmacleod
mailto:jdoe@swpublichealth.ca

OESPH\mmacleod
http://www.swpublichealth.ca/


